
Good	Evening	Commissioners.	My	name	is	Bruce	Wald.	For	the	reasons	on	the	slide,	
I	oppose	that	part	of	the	comprehensive	plan	that	ignores	the	professional	planning	
staff’s	recommendation	and	places	in	the	Watershed	Conservation	District	1160	
acres	that	are	not	in	the	watershed.	
	
A	small	part	of	those	acres	is	the	farm	my	bride	and	I	bought	56	years	ago,	paying	it	
off	over	the	years.	We	raised	tobacco	and,	on	the	advice	of	the	county	agent	tried	
feeding	steers,	but	we	never	made	a	living	from	the	farm	so	both	of	us	worked	for	
the	Navy	in	Washington.	We	enjoyed	living	in	the	county,	but	when	our	oldest	child	
was	ready	to	start	school,	we	felt	we	had	to	move	because	getting	her	to	and	from	
the	local	school	while	we	worked	in	Washington	would	be	too	hard.	We	kept	the	
farm	as	a	long-term	family	investment,	leasing	the	cropland.	We	now	live	in	Virginia	
with	one	of	my	sons	and	his	family.		
	
In	2004	we	turned	down	a	multi-million-dollar	offer	for	the	farm	from	Caruso	
Development,	who	had	built	a	retirement	community	on	the	Eastern	Shore	and	
wanted	to	build	one	in	Southern	Maryland.	I	didn’t	want	a	great	deal	of	money	
burning	a	hole	in	our	pockets	and	causing	us	to	spend	foolishly.	We	were	more	
worried	about	the	future	of	our	grandchildren.	Finding	a	good	job	now	is	getting	
harder	than	it	was	in	our	youth	because	of	computers,	robots,	and	foreign	imports.		
We	decided	to	live	as	we	always	have,	and	put	the	farm	in	trust	for	our	descendents.	
It	was	eventually	zoned	in	a	priority	category	for	future	development,	so	we	
expected	that	when	that	future	time	came,	it	would	be	sold	and	the	proceeds	would	
help	my	eleven	grandchildren	get	started	with	their	education,	careers,	and	housing	
down	payments.	
	
I	am	opposing	the	rezoning	of	the	farm	and	the	rest	of	those	1160	acres	principally	
because	it	would	destroy	our	grandchildren’s	legacy	without	good	reason	and	
without	compensation.	The	rezoning	makes	no	sense	when	you	consider	the	
neighborhood.	Look	at	this	satellite	photo	of	the	area	from	Google	Maps.	To	the	
south	is	a	long-standing	development.	To	the	west	is	a	development	almost	as	old.	
Recent	developments	to	the	north	and	east	are	clearly	visible.	The	school	district	is	
building	a	new	elementary	school	less	half	a	quarter-mile	from	the	farm	(with	spot	
zoning	proposed	to	take	it	out	of	the	conservation	district),	and	the	existing	high	
school	is	about	a	mile	away.	Our	farm	is	a	logical	place	for	housing	as	new	families	
are	formed	and	others	move	into	the	county.	
	
I	urge	the	County	Commissioners	to	follow	the	original	recommendations	of	the	
professional	planning	staff	and	not	include	the	1160	acres	in	the	proposed	
conservation	district.	



Objections to including in Watershed Conservation District 
my property (and 1000 other acres) now in Priority Funding 
Area (deferred development

• These properties are not in the watershed

• Professional planning staff recommended against inclusion

• Planning Commission majority voted to reconsider inclusion

• Weak arguments for inclusion: “ecological, aesthetic, and 
scenic values”

• Development surrounds property on all sides

• New school within area

• No compensation for loss of property value




































